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THE WAY TO SOLVE PALAVER

Any palaver that comes between two or more communities and FDA, 
communities and outside groups taking care of the forest materials will be 
settled through the country way of judging palaver or by sending that 
case to a law court that can settle this kind of palaver.
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CONTENT 
LAW BREAKING AND THE PUNISHMENT 

?Anybody or operator who breaks the forest laws or other rules lay 
down by the Community Forestry working Body shall be complained 
to the local government head in the community and that person or 
operator shall be punished or made to pay fine in line with the by-
laws of that community.

?If the Community Forest Management Body or any of its members 
is using the community forest materials in the wrong way, the 
Executive Committee and the FDA will judge the case and make a 
report saying what the body should do in order to correct that 
problem.   

?If the body (CFMB) fails to correct the problem in 90 days after 
they receive the report, the Executive Committee shall ask the FDA 
to take over the control and care of the forest for up to six months. 
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?BY-LAWS: is a set of rules made by a group of 
people to guide them on how to behave, what 
to do and how to do what they are to do.

?COMMUNITY: is a group of people that have 
the same customs, traditions and cultures who 
come from one village, a group of villages, a 
town, and group of towns or chiefdom.

?COMMERCIAL USE: a person or people who 
used the forest or forest materials to benefit 
themselves instead of the community.

?COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY: is a group of men 
and women from 18 years and above living in a 
community. These people meet at least one time 
in a year to discuss how their community will 
take care of their forest. 

MEANING OF SOME
BIG WORDS USED IN THIS BOOK
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NO BUSINESS WILL TAKE PLACE ON ANY FOREST 
LAND UNTIL THE THINGS THAT ARE LISTED 

BELOW CAN BE DONE: 

?The community should put together their Community Assembly and 
the assembly must name the Community Forest Management Body.

?The Plan should be put together by the community forest 
management body to take care of the forest and must be agreed 
on by the Executive Committee, the Community Assembly and the 
FDA.

There shall be laws to protect forest materials that are not timber or 
plank, watersides, culture, Zoe bush, leaf for country medicines and 
places where animals can hide.
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REASONS FOR MAKING
THE COMMUNITY RIGHTS LAW 

?To know our rights as a community about our forest lands

?Our forest are some of the most important gifts among the many 
gifts of God in Liberia which belong to us, our children and grand 
children so we should take good care of it so our lives can get 
better and develop our Country.

?To keep and take good care of the Liberian culture and make sure 
our tradition agree with government rules to carry on 
development for the benefit of all Liberians.

?To respect the rights of all Liberians in a way that they are free to 
take part in decision making about their forest. For these reasons 
the entire senators and representatives join together to make these 
laws in 2009 called Community Rights Law of 2009 and it was 
signed by the President of Liberia on October 16, 2009.

2

DOING BUSINESS ON COMMUNITY FOREST LAND

?A community is free to agree on small business agreement with any 
business person, logging company or any other business in the 
forest.

?A community can sign business agreement on community forest 
land between 5,001-123,497.53 acres of land for cutting forest 
materials.

?In order to sign big agreements, the Community Forest 

?Management Body and the FDA should do the following: 

vInvite companies in Liberia and outside Liberia to write or 
apply for the forest land. This will help them choose the 
right company that will agree to give more money for the 
contract.

vThe President must sign all contracts or agreement with 
forest land on more than 133,495 acres of land. It must 
also be agreed upon by the law makers.
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THE ROLES OF FDA

?The FDA will keep records on all the forest working committees and 
every other body that has something to do with taking care of the 
forest. The FDA will be the place where all good papers, plans and 
documents of all forest communities will be kept.

?The FDA will work along with the community to put in place all 
community forest bodies in keeping with the law. 

?The FDA will train and help communities get the best ideas that will 
make them take good care of the forest materials. 

?The FDA along with the communities will work together and put 
records of the community forest materials.

?The FDA will help the community people divide the forest into parts 
called Zones and show them how to work in these different parts.
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THE RIGHT THINGS TO DO

?Using the forest law correctly will make us to know that all the 
forest materials belong to the people who own the particular 
communities.

?All forest materials in Liberia will be controlled by FDA except the 
forest materials on land that are already been developed or used 
through the effort of land owner and such land have a private 
deed. 

?The community people must know about all work done in their 
forest. If not so, that work will be stopped right away.

?Anything that has to do with land issue, how the community or 
people own land must be clear by the land commission.

?All forest land must be guided, controlled, taken care of and 
developed in order to:

vUp- keep the forest; increase this forest materials in size 
for the market and life benefits.

vEncourage everyone to take part in the way the forest will 
be taken care of so it can stay long.

vTo make sure that original material in the forest, the 
different kinds of living things and all living places for the 
forest materials do not spoil.
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THE DIFFERENT KIND OF COMMUNITY 
FOREST LAND

?Forest land area between 5,001 to 123,497.53 acres or hectares 
can be set aside as Community Forest Land.

?People who great-great grandpa give them forest land deeds and 
they also live near the forest land, those who have public land 
deeds, public sale deeds, tribal land deed certificate and  guarantee 
or real deeds shall be put in one group called Community Forest 
Land. After the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy or the Land 
Commission have finished making sure that the land paper is 
correct it will then be called Community Forest Land Deeds. Any 
forest land and all other land belonging to the community by 
custom will be accepted as forest land

THE WAY TO GET COMMUNITY FOREST

The FDA will check to see whether the forest is for true a community 
forest and then it can advise the Community Forest Management Body to 
agree on it.
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THE CLEAR WAY TO TAKE CARE OF
THE FOREST MONEY

?Money from the use of the forest materials and land must be 
divided by the Liberian Government among the community, district, 
county and the Liberian government. 

?The forest money will be put in a bank for safe keeping. If there is 
no bank in the community the money will be given to any good 
office or group in the community that everybody can trust.

?The money given to the community will be divided into two parts 
by the Community Assembly:  (1) developing the community and 
(2) for taking care and control of the forest land. 

?The community forest management body must make sure that 
people or someone from outside of the community will always 
come to check and see whether the money is used the right way or 
not.
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THE COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT BODY

THE ROLES OF THE COMMUNITY FOREST 
MANAGEMENT BODY

The Community Forest Management Body will have five persons as its 
members at least one a woman who will take care of the day to day work 
of the community forest materials. The body will have a chief officer, 
secretary and treasurer.

?Make report to the big body (Executive Committee) on how the 
community forest materials are used and taken care of.

?Working with the FDA, this body shall make plans to take care and 
control of the forest materials. It shall be the mouth piece of the 
community.

?Open a bank record or book where they will keep all the money 
that will come from the use of the forest materials and watch over 
how it will be used.

?It should make sure that the big people in the Assembly and 
committee will do their work good and make report on everything 
that will come as benefit from taking care of the forest.

?Make laws to guide the everyday work of the body with the 
Agreement from the executive committee. 
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THE RIGHTS OF THE COMMUNITY PEOPLE

?All communities have the right in line with the rules made by FDA 
and the Community Assembly to control the way the community 
forest materials will be used. 

?Communities have the right to sign contracts with any FDA 
Licensed company doing logging business with the forest materials 
are not timber. 

?All business on the forest land must bring together  the community, 
FDA, and the company. Community will have the right to take not 
less than fifty five percent of all the money that will come from any 
big logging business.

THE THINGS THAT THE COMMUNITY MUST DO

?Make the right kinds of plans in line with FDA rules so as to help 
them take good care of their own forest. 

?To report and give account on whether the community is really 
doing what the FDA rules say and send this report to other offices 
that have a part to play in their forest land issue.

?All money and other benefits that will come from the use and 
control of the forest materials must be for the development of the 
community.
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COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT
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THE WORK OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

?To look over the work of the Community Forest working Body and 
make report to the Community Assembly.

?To make rules that will show how the community forest 
management body will work, agree on any plan and even the 
amount of money that the community forest management body will 
be allowed to use for their work and it will make sure that 
everything will be clear about how the community forest money will 
be used.

?This executive committee will make sure that everything about the 
forestry business will be in line with what the Liberia Extractive 
Industry Transparency Initiative (LEITI) will say.

?The Executive Committee shall be people who come from the 
communities where the forest are and will have a chairperson, vice 
chairperson, secretary and financial officer.  

?The Executive Committee will meet at least one time in every three 
months.
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THIS ASSEMBLY SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO:

?Call meetings of this Assembly

?Agree to the Budget of the  forest

?Make sure any money or benefits from the use of the forest 
materials will be used to develop the community.

?Meet not less than two times every year 

?Choose members of the Executive Committee and Communit 
Forest Management Bod

?Look into the reports of the Executive Committee and Community 
Forest working Body 

?If there were any working body that was already working in the 
community, the community assembly may accept them. Whatever 
the case may be, the Community Assembly must make sure that no 
one committee will leave their own work and start to do the other 
group work.

?Make laws to guide the work of community forestry. This law will 
say something about owning property.
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THE COMMUNITY ASSEMBLY

The Community Assembly shall have the biggest power when it comes to 
making decision about any forest matter. This Assembly shall be made up 
of a chairman, a vice chairman, secretary and financial officer as well as 
other leaders all of which must be Law Makers from the county where the 
community is. The community assembly will vote their officials, but under 
the law anybody who is in government will take part in the voting.
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